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I am delighted to be able to share this latest 
update on CH4 Aotearoa’s activity covering 
Q2 and Q3 of 2022. Since our last update, 
we have continued to make rapid progress in 
building our team, operations, and pathway 
to commercialisation.  

Nigel Little 
General Manager 
CH4 Aotearoa
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CH4 Global signs first 
commercial offtake 
agreement  

In a world-first for the company 
and an industry first in Australia 
and New Zealand, CH4 Global 
has signed its first commercial 
offtake agreement with CirPro, 
an advanced food and protein 
manufacturer, based in South 
Australia. 

The first herd of cattle are already 
on feed with the volume of supply 
to CirPro increasing incrementally 
through to 2023. CH4 Aotearoa will 
be exporting product harvested and 
processed in New Zealand, to fulfil 
this offtake agreement in collaboration 
with CH4 Australia. 

CH4 Global 
Q2 and Q3 2022  
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Corporate and HR  

Our full New Zealand team 
has now increased to 15 with 
new roles added to support 
our move into commercial 
production at Bream Bay and 
soon-to-be Ocean Beach. 

In May we also welcomed staff, 
investors and stakeholders to an event 
to mark the opening of our new office 
in Auckland, where attendees heard 
from our founder and CEO Steve 
Meller. Steve reiterated the global 
methane challenge we are facing 
and the huge opportunity we at CH4 
Global have to build a successful 
global business while also making a 
material impact on methane reduction 
to benefit people and planet. 
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R&D  

In October we will be welcoming 
Minister of Climate Change, Hon 
James Shaw MP, to officially 
open our first wholly owned, 
purpose-built pilot tank farm 
at NIWA’s Northland Marine 
Research Centre. This is a hugely 
exciting, landmark moment for 
the company in our journey to 
full commercialisation. 

The farm is based on 10 bioreactors 
which are harvested daily to produce 
consistent, high quality seaweed 
material in tightly controlled conditions 
for commercial sales, as well as 
material for the commercial scale 
hatchery & nursery operations to 
support large scale marine farming. 

This investment leverages an 18 month 
R&D collaboration with NIWA at their 
Northland Aquaculture Centre which 
was conducted under a grant from 
Seafood Innovations Limited. This next 
phase of the commercialisation process 
has been supported by a Sustainable 
Food and Fibre Futures (SFFF) grant 
from the Government.
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Commercial harvesting 
and processing   

Following the commissioning of 
our NIWA facility, CH4 Aotearoa 
has now also begun construction 
of our first commercial scale 
ecopark at Ocean Beach near 
Bluff on South Island.  

The facility will be built in two phases 
with phase one being commissioned 
by the end of this year and starting 
production in Q1 2023. Phase one will 
reach full production by the middle of 
2023.  In phase two the facility will 
be expanded to a full ecopark of 500 
bioreactors with the capacity to supply 
up to 15,000 head of cattle. 
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Marine Farming Pilots 

We have secured leases to 8 
sites across New Zealand with 2 
further sites under negotiation. 
In addition to our first sites in 
the Marlborough Sounds, we 
have also secured three sites in 
Tasman Bay one site in Golden 
Bay and one site in the Hauraki 
Gulf. Leases for second sites in 
Golden Bay and the Hauraki 
Gulf are being finalised. 

With the new focus on land-based 
farming, we have slowed our roll-
out across these sites, and are now 
concentrating our efforts on data 
collection and insight-generation rather 
than commercial production. 
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CH4 Aotearoa in the news   

The announcement of the construction of 
our Ocean Beach ecopark led to a series 
of media articles about our progress in 
New Zealand, including a front-page 
story in the Southland Times, which was 
subsequently syndicated via Stuff online. 
You can read the full article via the link 
below: 

Construction to start on  
ecopark at Bluff to reduce  
effect of cow emissions

If you have any questions or 
information requests, please 
don’t hesitate to contact us 
via the details below, or 
contact me directly at  
 
nigel.little@ch4global.com 
briefings@ch4global.com 
www.ch4global.com 
AU +61 (0) 407 490 898     
NZ +64 (0) 21 428 877 

US +1 973 908 0011  

VOTE GEOFFREY YOUNG FOR MAYOR OF
SOUTHLAND DISTRICT COUNCIL IN 2022

Vote Yes for Young
Meet & Greet Geoffrey at Lumsden Memorial Hall, Sunday 28 August, 11am - 1pm
Authorised by G. Young - contact@geoffreyyoung.co.nz www.geoffreyyoung.co.nz

CH-9262212AB

HOMED BUSINESS

Growing
potatoes
not just
pot luck

The party
is over

Tupperware
leavesNZ

Thursday, August 25, 2022 $2.50

Ecopark plans take shape
Che Baker
Environment An artist’s impression of the front of the

building housing the ecopark being
built at Ocean Beach near Bluff.

Plans for the
Ocean Beach NZ
aquaculture
centre, detailing
where the
restaurant and
bar, future
tourist
accommodation
and galleries will
be located.

Construction of a multimillion-
dollar ecopark in Bluff, that will
cultivate seaweed into a sup-
plement to reduce the methane
produced by cows, will begin in
October.

CH4 Aotearoa is about to start
construction of its first ecopark to
cultivate a New Zealand-native
seaweed, asparagopsis amarta,
for its methane reduction animal
supplements.

The seaweed sector globally is
thought to be a US$14 billion
(NZ$22.6b) industry.

The CH4 Aotearoa facility at
Ocean Beach will be built in two
phases, with phase one being
commissioned by the end of this
year and reaching full production
by the middle of 2023.

CH4 Aotearoa general man-
ager Nigel Little said the initial
ecopark will employ about 10 full-
time staff with many more local
jobs likely to be generated during
the next five years.

The Ocean Beach site enables
the company to expand to be 10
times bigger.

The company estimated the
New Zealand industry could be
worth $500 million in the next
seven years or more than $1b by
2030.

The ecopark, a full scale land
based aquaculture farm, uses
technology developed at CH4
Global’s R&D facility based at
Niwa’s Northern Aquaculture
Park.

In June, the company
announced the first direct com-
mercial sales of its supplement,
which drastically reduces meth-
ane produced by cows by up to
90%.

In phase two, the facility will
be expanded to a full ecopark of
500 bioreactors, with the capacity
to supply up to 15,000 head of
cattle.

Little said it will be the first of
many ecoparks planned during
the next five years as it scales up
to be able to support 1 million
cattle.

CH4 Aotearoa has contracted
Fresh By Design to design and
construct the facility, with con-
struction work to start onsite at

the start of October.
Most of the seaweed will be

exported to Australia for use
within the feedlot cattle market.

Ocean Beach NZ managing
director Blair Wolfgram said ‘‘we
are very excited about our part-
nership with the CH4 Global team
that has gone from strength to

strength over the last couple of
challenging years’’.

‘‘CH4 have a strong alignment
with Ocean Beach’s aspiration to
be an Aquaculture Centre of
Excellence and will be a signifi-
cant contributor with our other
partners to growing the
aquaculture industry in

Murihiku/Southland.’’
Ocean Beach NZ first pur-

chased about 50 hectares of land
near Bluff in October 2018, devel-
oping its subsidiary New Zealand
Abalone Company’s (NZAC) pāua
farm in 2019.

In January, Wolfgram said so
far $10m had been invested into
the site, which currently houses a
pāua farm, with a further $4m to
$5m expected to be invested in the
next two years.

The investment will result in
the pāua farms’ interior being
remodelled and New Zealand’s
only commercial whitebait farm,
Mānaki Whitebait, moving onto
the site from its Warkworth
location north of Auckland.

Planning is also under way for
an artisan food and retail hub on
the site.

The coastal Foveaux walkway,
which laces through farmland at
the back of Bluff Hill, will also be
redeveloped.

https://www.stuff.co.nz/business/129663221/construction-to-start-on-ecopark-at-bluff-to-reduce-effect-of-cow-emissions
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